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to be set in a. certain sense between humanity
and God. He is conscious, if not of a mission,
at least of a vocation, as an interpreter of secrets,
a guardian of mysteries ; he would believe that
there are certain people in the world who are
called to be apostles, whose work it is to remind
men of God, and to justify the ways of God to
men. He feels that he stands, like Aaron,
to make atonement ; that he is in a certain
definite relation to God, a relation which all do
not share ; and that this gives him, in a special
sense, something of the divine and fatherly rela-
tion to men. In the hands of a perfectly humble,
perfectly disinterested man, this may become a
very beautiful and tender thing. Such a man,
from long and intimate relations with humanity,
will have a very deep knowledge of the human
heart. He will be surprised at no weakness or
frailty; he will be patient with all perverseness
and obduracy ; he will be endlessly compas-
sionate, because he will realise the strength and
insistence of temptation; he will be endlessly
hopeful, because he will have seen, a hundred
times over, the flower of virtue and love bloom-
ing in art arid and desolate heart He will have
seen close at hand the transforming power of